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Guidance Notes

The Discretionary Grant Fund supports licensed clergy undertaking structured training, study, or development where costs exceed what could reasonably be covered by the standard CMD grant. The fund is administered by the Ministry Team and considered by a panel that meets three times a year.

How decisions are made
Applications are considered within a limited annual budget, and the panel seeks to steward the fund fairly, consistently, and transparently. Decisions are based on the clarity and quality of the proposed learning, the extent of the benefit to the applicant’s ministry context, the diocese, and the wider Church, and the proportionality of the request in relation to costs and other available funding. 

The panel also takes into account the number and strength of applications in each round, previous grants made, and the need to ensure equitable access to the fund across the year. As demand can exceed available funds, not all eligible or worthwhile applications can be supported in every round.

The Discretionary Grant Fund has a limited annual budget and awards are often made as a contribution towards costs rather than covering them in full. Applicants are encouraged to request an amount that they consider to be proportionate, taking into account other funding sought.

Application dates
There are three application points each year. In 2026, the deadlines and panel dates are:

· Saturday 31 January – panel meeting Wednesday 4 February
· Thursday 30 April – panel meeting Wednesday 7 May
· Wednesday 30 September – panel meeting Monday 5 October

Conditions and follow-up
The panel may attach conditions to an award, for example an expectation that learning is shared or contributes to wider ministry. Those awarded a grant will usually be asked to provide a brief written update after six months. Subsequent applications may be conditional on satisfactory progress being made.

Notification and submission
Applicants will be notified of the panel’s decision by email within three working days of the panel meeting. Completed application forms should be returned to ministry@chester.anglican.org. Receipt will be acknowledged; if you do not receive confirmation within three working days, please contact the Ministry Team.




Clergy Discretionary Fund Application

Please read the guidance notes before completing this form. Applications should be returned to ministry@chester.anglican.org 

	Name
	

	Email address
	

	Phone number
	

	Present appointment (role & parish/context)
	

	Date of application
	

	Course/project for which a grant is requested (please give full details & dates)

	


	Why is this course or project appropriate at this stage of your ministry?

	


	What difference do you expect this learning to make in your own ministry context, and how do you anticipate applying it in practice? 

	


	Beyond your immediate ministry context, is there any intentional wider contribution or sharing that might arise from this learning?

	


	Total cost of the course or project (itemised if necessary)
	

	Amount requested from the Discretionary Grant Fund
	

	Please give details of any other funding applied for or secured

	


	THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS ARE FOR USE BY THE PANEL

	Please confirm the following factors have been considered:

Benefit & Impact
☐ Benefit to individual’s formation
☐ Benefit to parish / ministry context
☐ Benefit to wider church / diocese
☐ Learning likely to be applied

Proportionality & Stewardship
☐ Costs are reasonable
☐ Amount requested is proportionate
☐ Other funding explored
☐ Partial award would be meaningful

Equity & Context
☐ First-time or newer applicant
☐ Previous grants considered
☐ Ministry context considered


	Notes

	


	Panel Decision

	☐ Award granted
☐ Not awarded this round
	Amount awarded: £ 

	Rationale and Conditions
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